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 what Dr. Mill said about the committee of the British Association collecting various
 details and securing their accuracy, there is an enormous number of mistakes in a
 publication which was prepared either by this committee or by its president, and
 issued by the Meteorological Department. It is called ' I. T'ropical Africa.' If any
 one cares to see it, I shall be glad to give them this list of errors.

 With regard to Timbuktu, nearly all the French authors agree that, in that
 region and a little to the east of it, the Sudan is encroaching on the Sahara, and not
 the Sahara on the Sudan, and, whatever the effect of the sandl may be there, the
 vegetation keeps on increasing.

 REVIEWS.

 ASIA.

 A DUTCH EMBASSY TO PERSIA.

 ' Journaal der Reis van den Gezant der O. I. Compagnie Joan Cunaeus nlaar Perzie ill
 1651-1652,door Cornelius Speelman.' Edited by A. Hotz. Amsterdam: Johannes
 Muller. 1908.

 Mr. A. Hotz, whose excellent edition of Roobacker's journal of a voyage from
 Gomubroon to Basra in 1645 was noticed in the Journal for January, 1908, p. 93,
 has since edited, for the HIistorical Society of Utrecht, the work of which the title
 is given above, and has thus added still further to our knowledge of Dutch inter-
 course with Persia in the seventeenth century. The embassy, whose doings are
 recorded in this journal, left Batavia on September 15, 1651, and on February 27
 reached Ispahan, where it stayed until June 15, returning to Batavia on November 12.
 The chief value of the journal is that the route therein described, as followed by the

 embassy from Gombroon to Ispahan and back, was not the usual one by Forg, Darab,
 Fosa, etc., to Shiraz and thence by Murghab and Sumek to Yezdikhast, but by a
 more westerly one ria Lar and Jahrum to Shiraz (see the notes of Lieuts. Wilson

 and Cruickshank in Geographical Journal for 1908, pp. 152-169, and map, p. 244),
 and thence rid Mayin, Shahkuh, etc., to Yezdikhast. Mr. Hotz has not only
 annotated fully the journal, but has added appendices, bibliography, registers of
 names and details regarding Dutch officials mentioned, index, etc., and, above all,
 a most valuable introduction of one hundred pages, in which is given much interest-

 ing information regarding Joan Cunaeus, the ambassador, and other members of the
 embassy, especially Cornelius Speelman, the secretary (and future governor-general
 of Netherlands India), who not only wrote, but composed the journal, as Mr. Hotz
 incontestably proves, and Philip Angel, the artist who accompanied the expedition.
 In connection witIt these two persons, Mr. Hotz has, by means of this diary, made
 an interesting discovery, viz., that the description of the ruins of Persepolis, printed
 by Valentyn in the fifth part of his Oud en Nieuw Oost-lndien, pp. 221-224, and
 there ascribed by him to Herbert de Jager in 1693, is actually taken, with a few
 alterations, from this journal of Speelman's, while the drawing of the ruins, of which
 Valentyn gives a large plate, and which he attributes likewise to de Jager, was
 in reality the work of Philip Angel while accompanying this embassy. Another
 member of the embassy was Captain John Dutton, an Englishman married to a
 Dutch wife at Batavia, who subsequently took service under the English East
 India Company, and gave the Dutch much trouble, as Mr. Hotz relates. There are
 portraits of Speelman and Cunaeus, views and plans of Persepolis, Ispahan, etc.,
 and a map of Persia, in which are marked the route taken by the embassy and the
 other more frequented routes between the sea and Shiraz. Altogether this valuable
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 and scholarly work does the highest credit to Mr. Hotz, and is an important
 contribution to the history of Persia in the seventeenth century.

 DONALD FERGUSON.

 THE ROUTE OF THE BAGHDAD RAILWAY.

 ' The Short Cut to India: the Record of a Journey along the Route of the Baghdad
 Railway.' By DavidFraser. Edinburghand London: Blackwood. 1909. P'rice
 12s. 6;d. net.

 Mr. Fraser's bright and picturesque volume is a timely reminder that the long-
 pending question of improved communication between Europe and the East is in
 speedy prospect of settlement. The much-talked-of Baghdad railway is for the
 momnent hung up--near the head of the Gulf of Iskanderun-so far as construction
 is concerned, but guarantees for the prolongation of the line through four more
 sections have been allocated to the Germans by the Turkish Government; and this
 fact should serve to convince us that this great undertaking may soon emerge into
 a region where its bearings and future possibilities will possess a very considerable
 interest for Great Britain. Whether the future terminus will be Bussorah or
 Koweit is in itself a question of no small moment. The former is the mole
 important port, and Mr. Fraser is of opinion that probably in the end it will
 be definitely chosen as the terminus. On the other hand, Koweit would appear
 to be the ultimate objective point favoured by the Germans, and the reason for
 this is not difficult to conjecture when we bear in mind that it would also form the
 terminus of the suggested British railway from Akaba to the head of the Persian
 gulf, a project which is beginning to attract a good deal of attention. In helping
 the Government to decide upon a distinct line of policy with reference to these two
 undertakings, Mr. Fraser's book will supply much useful and recent information.
 Although he does not touch on the trans-Arabian project, a great many of his
 comments and arguments apply equally if not with even greater force to that
 route. For instance, speaking of the acceleration of the Indian mails, the author
 points out that if once the Baghdad railway were constructed, the reduction of
 time would amount to three days as between London and Karachi. On the other
 hand, the saving would be no less than seven days if the Indo-Egyptian railroad
 were carried out in its entirety. This fact of itself goes to prove that there is more
 than one "short cut" to India. ttowever, one can but feel grateful that the topic
 is brought forward at all, no matter what the precise alignment is. The route
 actually traversed by the author was by rail from the Bosphorus to the rail head
 at Eregli, and thence by way of Aleppo to Diarbekir, and thence down the Tigris
 to the Gulf. But while crossing through the northern part of the Mesopotamian
 country, he was set upon by a robber and seriously wounded. This unfortunate
 incident led to Fraser being conveyed first to Urfa for treatment at the American
 Mission, and then back to Aleppo, where he was for seventeen weeks a con-
 valescent in the house of the Rev. W. M. Christie. The author was thus much
 handicapped in his further journey southwards, but nevertheless he contributes
 much interesting information regarding the riparian districts, and especially about
 the project of reorganizing the irrigation works in lower Mesopotamia, an under-
 taking of vast importance which has been entrusted by the Turkish Government
 to Sir William Willcocks. As an up-to-date picture of a region now entering into
 the very forefront of international politics, the work is sure of a large circle of
 readers.
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